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Bertrand Russell's Philosophy

Bertrand Russell is unquestionably the
founding father of modera movement in
Western Philosophy. He has written volu-
minously on Philosophy, logic, education,
politics and ¢conomics. His works in
philosophy and logic are of lasting impor-
tance though other writings were practical.
No work of Russell is a masterpiece, as he
himself flared and superseded them in
course of time. His whole life’s work was
an open-minded, conlinuous, self-critical
and impressive. His first work of lasting
importance was the Philosophy of Leibniz
which was followed by the Principles of
Mathematics. At the beginning of this
century Russell was only a mathematical
philosopher. By 1912 he turned to general
philosophy and continued the work. Some
of his outstanding books are:

(1) Our knowledge of the External
World

(2) The Philosophy of Logical
Atomism

(3) The Analysis of Mind

(4) The Analysis of malter

(5) An Engquiry into Meaning and

" Truth

(6) Human knowiedge-Its scope and

limits

(7) My Philosophical Development

Russell stated that the proper method of
philosophy is analysis of the forms of pro-
positions. It is nothing but looking for
the true upderlying form, and syntax of
valid knowledge claims. That syniax will
lay bare the logical connections beiween

16

N. Innaiah

differeat types of empirical knowledge-
Russell always held this to be the propst
method in philosophy. Such an analysis
involved very considerable departure from
description of ordinary speech and of the
grammer of natural languages. Though
Jater philosophers questioned and doubted
this method of Russell, he mever changed
his position on this practical method.

Russell asserted that empirical knowledge
rests upon reports of direct experience.
He said that the discoveries incorporated
in physical theory represent the most syste-
matic knowledge and also ultimately it
rests on common basis of direct experience
ie. the raw experiences of observations.

Russell’s method set standards of clarity
in argument which was taken up by cver¥
philosopher later.

Russell wished to show about the ceria-
inty of knowledge through mathematics
and physics but he faited miserably. Hencs
he became a sceptic Russell was homnest
enough to admit his failure. That is the
result of his achievement, through the
principles of mathematics. After this in-
tellectval honeymoon, Russell experienced
unpleasantness.

Russell was the first to give a satisfactory
theory of irrational numbers. Asa sceplic,
Russell sought for the foundations of
human knowledge but could not succeed
unfortunately Russell was always interested
in human problem. One of the greaiest
problems is the knowledge of the world
To understand human problem we must
study the background namely the universs:
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