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“I lost the privilege of belonging to the ‘Mothers of Healthy Kids Club’, complaining that ‘kids are
sleeping late in the nights, kids cold kept them awake last night, kids not getting good grades.’ ” = A Mother of
a little kid with malicious brain tumor, in the book “If 1 get to Five”
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“Angels come when you are least expecting them.”
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“ A person who irritates you always is the one who loves you most, but fails to express it.”
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“It doesn't have to be the writer’s own experience for them to illustrate something eloquently.”
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“Math has proven the existence of God, because it is absolute and without contradiction; but the
devil must exist as well, because we cannot prove it.””
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*** Eyler's Formula explianed. UL
'i" is the square root of 1, an imaginary number that never shows itself. Pi, whose value is 3.14159...a number
that continues to the end of the universe. The value of "e" is 2.7182818284....an irrational number. Both Pi and e
go on and on forever. Euler theroy states a natural relationship between apparently unrelated numbers.

From an infinife universe, pi and @ come together with i. None of them are connected, but if a human adds just
one thing, the whole world is transformed. The contradiction is resolved fo zero.

What at first appears complicated becomes nothing.
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Euler theory is used fo show how completely unrelated, different kind of people are brought
together fo create a beautiful relationship. Though at first the relationship might seem complicated or unlikely,
but in fact it is quite natural.
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"Why do people gather when others die ?It is because the human spirit knows, deep down, that all lives infersect.
That death doesn't just fake someone, it misses someone else, and in the small distance befween being faken and
being missed lives are changed.”

“ There are no random acts. We are all connected. You can no more separate one life from another than you can

separate a breeze from the wind.”
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“ Sacrifice is a part of life. It's supposed fo be. It's not something fo regref. It's something fo aspire fo. Somefimes

when you sacrifice something precious, you're not really losing it. You're just passing it on fo someone else.”
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“ Holding anger is a poison. [t eafs you from inside. We think that by hating someone we hurt them, but hafred

is a curved blade and the harm we do fo others, we also do fo ourselves .
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“ No one is born with anger. And when we die, the soul is freed of it. But now, here, in order fo move on, you

must understand why you felt what you did, and why you no longer need fo feel it."
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Life has fo end, but love doesn’t. A lost love is still love. Love goes on in the memories we cherish.
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“ Life has a purpose. No matter what you do in life, you are here for a reason. You may not even realize

what your actions have meant fo others. “
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008eean. “ In heaven, there is no Jjudgment, but rather an opporfunify fo examine our lives-who we fouched,

. . ”
the choices we made, and the consequences of those choices.
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Snow Flower and the Secret Fan by Lisa See
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8 90T, 80 <‘§J‘°€J§§63 “Snow Flower and the Secret Fan is a story about friendship and what it means to be
a woman. Yes, our lives are completely different from those lived by the Nu Shu writers, but inside we are the
same. We want people to hear our thoughts appreciate our creativity, and feel empathy for our emotions. As
daughters we all have experienced complicated relationships with our mothers, As mothers, we have all felt deep
terror when one of our children got sick. As women, we have all at one time or another wondered about the frue
and everlasting mystery of the men in our lives. These are universals, as is the fear women during times of
political upheaval that occurs in what could still be called the outside world of men = whether many years ago or
today for women in Iraq, Afghanistan, the Sudan or right here in Us. On the surface, we as Americans women
are independent, free and mobile, but at our cores we still long for love, friendship, happiness, tfranquility and to
be heard. “
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http://www lisasee.com/snowflower/conversation-with-lisa-see-and-carolyn-see/

Painful Memories for China's Foot binding Survivors
http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyld=8966942& sc=emaf

Footbinding Pictureshttp://www.lisasee.com/images/footbinding/footbinding.htm
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say good bye. For me living means I can be responsive to the other person. It means I can show my

emotions and my feelings. Talk to them. Feel with them. When that is gone, Morrie is gone.”

“S08> Do BBTS oSBT Qody HONETS) Fahsmorr o? ol @EAITPIS I8 waran
don’t think I will be. I've got so many people who have been involved with me in close, intimate ways.

And love is how you stay alive, even after you are gone.”
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B8 BOSEQ ersdodr mer I, “It's not just other people we need to forgive. We also need to forgive
ourselves. For all the things we didn’t do. All the things we should have done. You can’t get stuck on the
regrets of what should have happened.”
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NP 50gPR0tHE0ErD’ ©d @dASwe8  “We will hold hands and there’ll be a lot of love passing between us.
Ted, we've had thirty-five years of friendship. You don’t need speech or hearing to feel that.” © I8
33 B&rerSo o808 BV

“Sometimes you cannot believe what you see, you have to believe what you feel. And if you
are ever going to have other people trust you, you must feel that you can trust them, too—even when

you’re in the dark. Even when you're falling. “

“People act as if death is contagious. It’s not contagious. Death is as natural as life. It’s part

of the deal we made.”

“As long as we can love each other, and remember the feeling of love we had, we can die
without ever really going away. All the love you created is still there. All the memories are still there.
You live on—1in the hearts of everyone you have touched and nurtured while you were here. Death ends

a life, not a relationship.”

“There 1is no formula to relationships. They have to be negotiated in loving ways, with room
for both parties, what they want and what they need, what they can do and what their life is like. Love

1s when you are as concerned about someone else’s situation as you are about your own.”

“The way you get meaning into your life is to devote yourself to loving others, devote
yourself to your community around you, and devote yourself to creating something that gives you purpose

and meaning.”
“Everyone knows they’re going to die, but nobody believes it. If we did, we would do things

differently. But there’s a better approach. To know you're going to die, and to be prepared for it at any

time. That’s better. That way you can actually be more involved in your life while you're living.”
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“ people so hungry for love that they were accepting
substitutes. They were embracing material things and expecting a sort of
hug back. But it never works. You can’t substitute material things for love
or for gentleness or for tenderness or for a sense of comradeship. I can tell
you, as I'm sitting here dying, when you most need it, neither money nor
power will give you the feeling you're looking for, no matter how much of

them you have.”
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The Book Thief

“1 do not carry a sickle or a scythe. | only wear a hooded black robe when it’s cold. And | don’t have those skull-
like facial features you seem to enjoy pinning on me from a distance. You want to know what | truly look like? 1I'll
help you out. Find yourself a mirror while | continue.” - Death
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There was once a strange, small man. He decided three important details about his
life:
1. He would part his hair from the opposite side to everyone else.
2. He would make himself a small, strange mustache.
3. He would one day rule the world.
... Yes, the Fuhrer decided that he would rule the world with words.
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“I do not carry a sickle or a scythe. I only wear a hooded black robe when it’s cold. And 1
don’t have those skull-like facial features you seem to enjoy pinning on me from a distance. You want to

know what I truly look Iike? I'll help you out. Find yourself a mirror while I continue.”
"Please believe me when I tell you that I picked up each soul that day as if it were newly

born. I even kissed a few weary, poisoned cheeks. I listened to their last, gasping cries, their vanishing

words. I watched their love visions and freed them from their fear.”
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"T guess humans like to watch a little destruction. Sand castles, houses of cards, thats

where they begin. Their great skill is their capacity to escalate.”
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http://motherdaughterbookclub.com/2010/02/interview-with-markus-zusak-

author-of-the-book-thief-and-i-am-the-messenger/
(Picture source: Internet)
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The Sense of an Ending

“What you end up remembering isn 't always the same as what you have witnessed.”
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responsibility. And beyond these, there is unrest. There is great unrest.”
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“What you end up remembering isn't always the same as what you have witnessed.”

“It strikes me that this may be one of the differences between youth and age: when we are

young, we invent different futures for ourselves; when we are old, we invent different pasts for others.”

“History 1s that certainty produced at the point where the imperfections of memory meet the

Inadequacies of documentation.”

“History 1sn’t the lies of the victors, as I once glibly assured OId Joe Hunt; I know that now.

1t’s more the memories of the survivors, most of whom are neither victorious nor defeated”
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“How often do we tell our own life story? How often do we adjust, embellish, and make sly
cuts? And the longer life goes on, the fewer are those around to challenge our account, to remind us that
our life 1s not our life, merely the story we have told about our Iife. Told to others, but—mainly—to

ourselves.”

“We ILive in time - it holds us and molds us.... it takes only the smallest pleasure or pain to
teach us time's malleability. Some emotions speed it up, others slow it down; occasionally, it seems to go

missing - until the eventual point when it really does go missing, never to return.”

“When you’re young—when I was young—you want your emotions to be like the ones you
read about in books. You want them to overturn your life, create and define a new reality. Later, I think,
you want them to do something milder, something more practical: you want them to support your life as
1t 1s and has become. You want them to tell you that things are OK. And is there anything wrong with
that?”

“Does character develop over time? In novels, of course it does: otherwise there wouldn’t be
much of a story. But in life? I sometimes wonder. Our attitudes and opinions change, we develop new
habits and eccentricities; but that’s something different, more like decoration. Perhaps character
resembles intelligence, except that character peaks a little later: between twenty and thirty, say. And
after that, we're just stuck with what we’ve got. We're on our own. If so, that would explain a lot of lives,

wouldn’t it? And also—if this isn’t too grand a word—our tragedy.”

“I certainly believe we all suffer damage, one way or another. How could we not except in a
world of perfect parents, siblings, neighbors, companions? And then there is the question, on which so
much depends, of how we react to the damage: whether we admit it or repress it, and how this affects our

dealings with others. Some admit the damage, and try to mitigate it; some spend their lives trying to
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help others who are damaged; and there are those whose main concern is to avoid further damage to

themselves, at whatever cost. And those are the ones who are ruthless, and the ones to be careful of”
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o, 00K JaPR. BN TP D& SHeen, Teer aegen, S,
Nothing to be Frightend, Levels of Life &3 2308y @raed. ecHs
@3 $H0&® Falubers Parrott, “England, England” @39 arre %
FPoBKY. BeaHS BSden Fodo Teeord Foth IS w8E pF & ST SdE,
eenf® 6 The Sense of an Ending e & D SoarfoHBrod. Sadd
ErEHtE” B o HES T @raeth. 80D $oaH0HEN) B8R

@9@6@3@3 ... Somerset Maugham Award, Geoffrey Faber Memorial Prize,
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Letters” by the French Ministry of Culture 2n&83.
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“It was better to marry a stranger in America than grow old with a farmer from the village.

Because in America the women did not have to work in the fields and there was plenty of rice and firewood
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for all. And wherever you went the men held open the doors and tipped their hats and called out, “Ladies

first” and “After you.”
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Congressional committee members examine passports of Japanese picture brides atthe immigration
station of Angel Island, Calif, July 25, 1920 (Courtesy www.NYtimes.com)
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“One of us jumped overboard after spending the night with a sailor and left behind a short

note on her pillow: After him, there can be no other.”
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“This is America; we would say to ourselves, there is no need to worry. And we would be

wrong.”
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“Be humble. Be polite. Appear eager to please. Say “Yes, sir,” or “No, sir,” and do as you're

told. Better yet, say nothing at all. You now belong to the invisible world.”
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“But it was not we who were cooking and cleaning and chopping, it was somebody else. And

often our husbands did not even notice we’d disappeared.”
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Some of us had trouble understanding their English, which bore no resemblance to what we
had learned in our books.

We said “Yes” when they asked us if we would mind folding their laundry and “No” when
they asked us to mop, and when they asked us if we’d seen their missing gold earrings we smiled and

said, “Oh, 1s that so?”
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“ONE OF US made the mistake of falling in love with him and still thinks of him night and
day. One of us said nothing to anyone and slowly lost her mind. One of us filled the sleeves of her white
silk wedding kimono with stones and wandered out into the sea, and we still say a prayer for her every

day.”
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“Because the only way to resist, our husbands had taught us, was by not resisting.
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“We gave birth but the baby had already died in the womb and we buried her, naked, in
the fields, beside a stream, but have moved so many times since we can no longer remember where she
18.”
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“And every year, in August, on the Feast of the Dead, we lit white paper lanterns on their
gravestones and welcomed their spirits back to earth for a day. And at the end of that day, when it was
time for them to leave, we set the paper lanterns afloat on the river to guide them safely home. For they
were Buddhas now, who resided in the Land of Bliss.”
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“And even though we saw the darkness coming we said nothing and let them dream on.”
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“Masayo left after saying good-bye to her youngest son, Masamichi, at the hospital in San
Bruno, where he would be dead of the mumps by the end of the week. Haruko left a tiny laughing brass
Buddha up high, in a corner of the attic, where he is still laughing to this day.”
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“for a moment the town feels oddly naked, and it is almost as if the Japanese were never
here at all .”
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“All we know is that the Japanese are out there somewhere, in one place or another, and
we shall probably not meet them again in this world.”
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Come, Japanese!

On the boat we were mostly virgins. We had long black hair and flat wide feet and we were not
very tall. Some of us had eaten nothing but rice gruel as young girls and had slightly bowed legs, and some of us
were only fourteen years old and were still young girls ourselves.

At night we dreamed of our husban ds. We dreamed of new wooden sandals and e ndless bolts of

indigo silk and of living, one day, in a house with a chimney. We dreamed we were lovely and tall. We dreamed
we were back in the rice paddies, which we had so desperately wanted to escape.

First Night

That night our new husbands took us quickly. They took us calmly. They took us gently, but firmly,
and without saying a wo rd. They too k us as we stared up blankly at the ceiling and waited for it to be over, no t
realizing that it would not be over for years.

They took us with more skill th an we had ever been taken before and we knew we would always
want them. They took us swiftly, repeatedly, and all throughout the night, and in the morning when we woke we

were theirs.

Whites
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We put awa y our mirrors. We stopped combing our hair.  We forgot a bout makeup. Wheneve r |
powder my nose it ju stlooks like frostona mountain. We forgot a bout Buddha. We forgo t about God. We
developed a coldness inside us that still has not thawed. | fear my soul has died.

We loved them. We hated them. We wanted to be them.

IT WAS THEIR WOMEN who taug ht us the things we most needed to know. How t o light a stove.
How to make a bed. How to answer a door. How to shake a hand. How to operate a faucet, which many of us
had never seen in our lives. How to dial a telephone. How to sound cheerful on a telephone even when you were
angry or sad. How to fry an egg.. How to wash a lipstick stain out of your husba nd’s favorite white shirt even
when that lipstick stain was not yours. How to talk to a husband. How to argue with a husband.

Without us, what would they do? Who would pick the strawberries from their fields? Who would get
the fruit down from their trees? Wh o would wash their carr ots? Who would scrub t heir toilets? Who would mend
their garments? Who would iron their shirts? Who would fluff their pillows? Who would change their sheets? Who
would cook their breakfasts? Who would clear their tables? Who would soothe their children? Who would bathe
their elderly? Who woul d listen to their stories? Who would keep their secrets? W ho would tell their lies? Who
would flatter them? Who would sing for them? Who would dance for them? Who would weep for them ?

Babies

We gave birth under oa k trees, in summer, in 113-degree heat. We gave birth beside woodstoves
in one-room shacks on the coldest nights of the year. We gave birth on windy islands in the Delta six months after
we arrived, and the babies were tiny, and translucent, and after three days they died. We gave birth nine months
after we arrived to perfect babies with full heads of black hair.

We gave birth to babies that were American citi zens and in whose names we could finally lea se
land.

We gave birth to babies with six fingers and looked the other way as the midwife began to sharpen
her knife. You must have eaten a crab during your pregnancy. We contracted gonorrhea on our first night with our
husband and gave birth to babies that were blind. We gave birth to twins, which were consider ed bad luck, and
asked the midwife to make one a “day visitor.”

The Children

THEY HAD THINGS to keep them safe. A red bottle cap. A glass marble. They had secret word s
that they whispered to t hemselves whenever they felt afraid. They had favorite siste rs in whose arms they could
instantly fall asleep. They had hated older brothers with whom they refused to be left alone in a room. He’'ll kill me.
They had dogs from whom they were ins eparable and to whom they could tell all the thing s they could n ot tell
anyone else. | broke Papa’s pipe a nd buried it under a tre e. They had their own rules. Never sleep with your
pillow facin g toward th e north. (Hoshiko had gone to sleep with her pillow facin g toward th e north and in the
middle of th e night she stopped br eathing and died). They had their own rituals. You must always throw salt
where a hobo has been. They had their own beliefs. If you see a spider in the morning you will have good luck.

Some of us preferred our daughters, who were gentle and good, and some of us , like our mothers
before us, preferred our sons. They’re the better gain on the farm. We f ed them mo re than we did their sist ers.
We sided w ith them in arguments. We dressed them in nicer clothes. We scraped up our last pennies to take
them to the doctor whenever they came down with fever, while our daughters we cared for at home.

If their pictu res appeared at the end of the yearbook they p retended not to mind. “That’s justt he

way it is,” they said to themselves. And, “So what?” And, “Who cares?” cares?” Because they knew that no matter
what they did they would never really fit in. We're just a bunch of Buddhaheads.
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Still, they dreamed. One swore she would marry a preacher so she wo uldn’t have to pick berries
on Sundays. One wanted to save up enough money to buy his own farm. One wanted to become a tomato grower
like his father. ...And even though we saw the darkness coming we said nothing and let them dream on.

Traitors

What did we know, exa ctly, about the list? The list had be en drawn u p hastily, on the mornin g of
the attack. The list had been drawn up more t han one ye ar ago. The list had be en in existence for almost ten
years....It was nearly impossible to get your name on the list. It was extremely easy to get your name on the list.
The list was endless.

EVERY EVENING, at dusk, we began burning our things: old bank statements and diaries,
Buddhist family altars, wooden chopsticks , pa per lanterns, photographs of our un smiling relatives back home in
the village in their strange country clothes. | watched my brother’s face turn to ash and float up into the sky.

WE FELT CLOSER to our husbands now, than we ever had before.

Now whenever | speak to someone, | have to ask myself, “Is this someone who will betray me?”

Last Day

Some of us left weepin g. And some of us left singing. One of us left with her hand held over her
mouth and hysterically laughing. A few of us  left drunk. Others of  us left quietly, with ou r heads bowed,
embarrassed and ashamed.

Haruko left a tiny laughing brass Buddha up high, in a corner of the attic, where he is still laughing
to this day. Takako left a bag of rice beneath the floorboards of her kitchen so her family would have something to
eat when they returned.

One man left East First Street in Los Angeles with a white wooden box filled with h is wife’s ashes
hanging from a silk sash around his neck. He talks to her all day long.

A Disappearance

IN AUT UMN there is no Buddhist harvest festival on Main Street. No Chrysanthemum Feast. No
parade of bobbing paper lanterns at dusk. No children in lo ng-sleeved cotton kimonos singing and dancing to the
wild beating of the drums until late in the night. Because the Japanese are gone, that’s all.

OUR MAYOR has assured us there is no need for alarm. “The Japanese are in a safe place,” he is
quoted as saying in this morning’s Star Tribune. He is not at liberty, however, to re veal where that place is. “They
wouldn’t be safe now, would they, if | told you w here they were.” But what place could be safer, some of us ask,
than right here, in our own town?

These are, the ma yor reminds us, extraordinary times. We are part of the battle front now, a nd
whatever must be done to defend the country must be done. “There will be some things that people will see,” he
tells us. “And there will be some things that people won’t see. These things happen. And life goes on.”

Some Interesting Links:

285 @& ™ S0 88 £D08 6y & 1995 &° 0D &8 Botdrg 588 SrED).
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http://articles.latimes.com/1995-05-11/news/cb-64865_1_picture-bride
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& HVBo HBoN BBow® & Boeasres 88K,

BiSow® H0%a%o: Julie Otsuka SPOTEEETE® HE 1ONT, ©HOES -2
0888 BoHIT. W PO @§QW groe. 2002 &° ‘When The Emperor
Was Devine’, 2011 &° ‘Buddha in The Attic’ ©3 S0 $H0en (PR, 89 Bods $do
DG Fee&y Sosre Hod HBodK @65‘36(3@?63 SPoB0s. 8 §°Q) HBBH SFen, oD
& ard). o S50 11800 $H67) Dktres D IB)E SHE IS

(Pictures Source: Internet; Nytimes.com )

EP0d www.koumudi.net


http://padamatikoyila.blogspot.com
http://koumudi.net/comments/january_2014/jan14_pustakam_comments.htm
http://www.julieotsuka.com/about/
http://www.psychologytoday.com/blog/one-true-thing/201209/author-julie-otsuka-the-buddha-in-the-attic
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The Time Keeper

“There is a reason why God limits our days. To make each one precious.”
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http://mitchalbom.com/d/books/7700/time-keeper
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“As mankind grew obsessed with its hours, the sorrow of lost time became a permanent hole

in the human heart.”
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“Man invents nothing God did not create first.”
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“Mankind is connected in ways it does not understand— even in dreams.”
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“Holding on to things will only break your heart.”
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“Time moved man further from the simple light of existence and deeper into the darkness
of his own obsessions.”
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“Sometimes, when you are not getting the love you want, giving makes you think you will.”
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“A heart weighs more when it splits in two; it crashes in the chest like a broken plane.”
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“Hurting ourselves to inflict pain on others 1s just another cry to be loved.”
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“When we are most alone 1s when we embrace another’s loneliness.”
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"We all yearn for what we have lost. But sometimes, we forget what we have."
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“Ends are for yesterdays, not tomorrows.”
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“A man who can take anything will find most things unsatisfying. And a man without
memories 1S just a shell.”
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“With endless time, nothing is special. With no loss or sacrifice, we can’t appreciate what
we have.”
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“Only God can write the end of your story.”
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The Assembler of Parts

“In heaven, there is no judgment, but rather an opportunity to examine our lives-who we

touched, the choices we made, and the consequences of those choices.”

“Life has a purpose. No matter what you do in life, you are here for a reason. You may not

even realize what your actions have meant to others.”
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There were so many worlds in my mother s face, a dozen at least in her round brown eyes,

a hundred in her smiles.”
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“You risk the loss of their loved memory. Hate and retribution will eat the love out of you.
Only with love and forgiveness you will get through. “
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“The more I watch the Assembler’s tapes of my life, the more I see my purpose. Cassidy set
free of the bonds of his sorrow by his love for me. My imperfection is the key to his heart, my missing

bones somehow whittled by the Assembler to fit precisely into the hole of his loss.”
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"These are good hands. Good as any, Jess. The Assembler made em, and He don 't make
Junk. He makes everything just to please Himself. The bones and the skin, the meat and the sap, just the

way it suits Him."
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“Nobody goes to Hell,” I said with certainty. “Cassidy told me that. It doesn’t make sense
that God would send anyone He made there. Even the Minotaur or Medusa. Especially the Minotaur. It
wouldn’t be fair because that’s how the Assembler— uh, I mean God— made them. Imperfect in just

the way He’s imperfect. So He’s got to forgive.”
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“Cherish her memory. Guilt and blame will only tarnish it and serve to separate you from it

and from those who share it. That’s like another death when you cut yourself off from that.”
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“I am dead. I am gone. I was loved. What more can there be? Let their love be the end of

me.”
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“My heart breaks. I love you, Vincent Garraway. But why did you puncture their peace
with the truth? I have seen the truth, and you know the truth. But they would be happy and whole and
healed if left in the lie.”
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“Memory should heal the pain of loss, not inflame it.”
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“In the end, it’s people who own vengeance, who will not pardon the injustice. He forgives,
forgets. Forgives.”
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“If the point is that life goes on, that people linked together in love can heal their hearts.”
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“I see forgiveness in that inner silence. I see the love they have for each other, and I see it

come together, healed and whole. I see love made perfect by forgiveness, as a hand by a thumb. And I see
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there can be no forgiveness without loss, grief, chaos. Without His chaos, my chaos, there is a hole like a
cave in love. Only through chaos can forgiveness exist, can forgiveness touch everything with healing,
the past*, presents, futurex, all people, all creation, the Assembler Himself. Only through imperfection

can forgiveness make love perfect.”
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“Forgiveness is all we know of God, and in the end, it’s all He cares to know of us.”
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Interview: Dr. Raoul Wientzen Takes a Turn for the Fantastic in 'The Assembler of Parts'
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The Boy Who Said No.: An Escape to Freedom
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Winner: The Benjamin Franklin Award for Best New Voice in Fiction (2013)

Finalist in :
USA Best Book Award (2013)
ForeWord Best Book of the Year Award (201 3)
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“It’s funny how you find a friend — in likely places — and almost immediately, you can
talk about anything. But more often than not, after the initial blush, you find you really have nothing
1n common. With others, you believe you’ll never be more than acquaintances. You're so different,
after all. But then this thing surprises you, sticking longer than you ever predicted, and you begin to rely
on it, and that relationship whittles down your walls, little by little, until you realize you know that one

person better than almost anyone. You're really and truly friends.”

“The heart 1s a demanding tenant; it frequently makes a strong argument against common sense.”
“When you fall in love, every kind of reason flies out the newly opened window of your brain.”

“The only person I needed to trust was myself. The other road had too many curves, and I wanted

to see straight ahead.”
“Things I'd been sure of before, I questioned now.”

“Remember this, Dorrie: Some men are just plain bad news. Then there are good men. They 1l do.

Then there are good men you love. If you find one of the last kind, youd better hang on to him with

everything you have.”
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The Children Act

“When a court determines any question with respect to the upbringing of a child ... the child’s welfare shall be the
court’s paramount consideration.” — Section [(A), The Children Act, 1989
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“A child, that is, a person under sixteen, may consent to his or her own medical treatment, if and

when the child achieves sufficient understanding and intelligence to understand fully what is proposed.”
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“Courts should be slow to intervene in the interests of the child against the religious principles of
the parents.”
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1If God, Poetry and Science all said the same thing, it had to be true. But not always, there can be
group of delusions.
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To take up the volin or any instrument was an act of hope, it implied a future.
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“As child approach the age of majority they are increasingly able to take their own
decisions concerning their medical treatment. It will normally be in the best interest of a child of
sufficient age and understanding to make an informed decision that the court should respect.”
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1t was like a grown-up had come into a room full of kids who are making each other miserable
and said, Come on, stop all non-sense, it’s teatime. You were the grown-up. You knew all along but you
didn 't say. You just asked questions and listened. All of life and love that lie ahead of him -~ that’s what

you wrote.
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FOR ONE MORE DAY
(a day to listen, to love, to apologize, to forgive)
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Some Quotes from the book:

“When someone is in your heart, they re never truly gone. They can come back to you, even at

unlikely times."”

“You need to keep people close; you need to give them access to your heart.”

"Sometimes, kids want you to hurt the way they hurt.”
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“There’s a story behind everything. How a picture got on a wall. How a scar got on your
face. Sometimes the stories are simple, and sometimes they are hard and heartbreaking. But behind all

. . / . .
your stories 1s always your mothers story, because hers is where yours begins.”

“She had a bottomless well of love for me. Her only flaw was that she didn't make me work for it.
You see, here's my theory: Kids chase the love that eludes them, and for me, that was my fathers love.

He kept it tucked away, like papers in a briefcase. And I kept trying to get in there.

“Mothers support certain illusions about their children, and one of my illusions was that I liked

who I was, because she did. When she passed away, so did that idea.”
“I adored my mother, in the way that boys adore their mothers, while taking them for granted.”

“It was true, as a teenager, I had pushed my mother away. I refused to sit next to her at movies. I
squirmed from her kisses. I was uncomfortable with her womanly figure and I was angry that she was
the only divorced woman around. I wanted her to behave like the other mothers, wearing house dresses,

making scrapbooks, baking brownies.”
“Why do kids assume so much from one parent and hold the other to a lower, looser standard?”

"What is it about childhood that never lets you go, even when you're so wrecked it's hard to

. . VA
believe you ever were a child.

"I don't know what it is about food your mother makes for you, especially when it's something that

anyone can make - but it carries a certain taste of memory."
"A child embarrassed by his mother - is just a child who hasn 't lived long enough.”
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The Art of Hearing Heartbeats

How much does a man live, after all?
Does he live a thousand days, or only one?
For a week, or for several centuries?
How long does a man spend dying?
What does it mean to say “for ever’?
—Pablo Neruda
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“Love has so many different faces that our imagination is not prepared to see them all.”

“There are wounds time does not heal, though it can reduce them to a manageable size.”

“Life is a gift full of riddles in which suffering and happiness are inextricably intertwined.
Any attempt to have one without the other was simply bound to fail.”

“I have often wondered what the source of her beauty, her radiance was. It’s not the size of
one’s nose, the color of one’s skin, the shape of one’s lips or eyes that make one beautifill or ugly. So what is
1t? Can you, as a woman, tell me? I will tell you: It’s love. Love makes us beautiful. Do you know a single
person who loves and is loved, who is loved unconditionally and who, at the same time, is ugly? There’s no

need to ponder the question. There is no such person.”

“When we get over something, we move on, we put it behind us. Do we leave the dead behind
or do we take them with us? I think we take them with us. They accompany us. They remain with us in

another form. We have to learn to live with them and their deaths.”

“It would be much worse to expect good from other people, only to be disappointed when they
didn’t measure up to our high expectations. That would lead to resentment and contempt for humanity.”

“How flat and empty the most beautiful words can sound? How dull and dreary life must be
for those who need words, who need to touch, see, or hear one another in order to be close, Who need to

prove their love, or even just to confirm it in order to be sure of it?”
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“There 1s no power that can release a person from pain or from the sadness one might feel as

a result of that insight — unless it be that person himself.”
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