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‘Nazneen could say two things in English: sorry and thank you.’
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“But if you mix with all these people, even if they are good people, you have to give up your culture to
accept theirs. That's how it is.”
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“Why should you go out? ‘If you go out, ten people will say, “I saw her walking on the street.” And I will
look a fool. Personally, I don’t mind if you go out but these people are so ignorant. What can you do?”
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‘A blind uncle is better than no uncle. I waited too long to get a wife.'
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“They don 't ever really leave home. Their bodies are here but their hearts are back there. And

anyway, look how they live: just recreating the villages here.”
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“All the while, when Nazneen turned to her prayers and tried
to empty her mind and accept each new thing with grace or
Indifference, Chanu worked his own method. He was looking for
the same essential thing. But he thought he could grab it from the
outside and hold it against his chest like a shield.

B R | C K L A N E Where Nazneen turned in, he turned out; where she strove to

awover | accept, he was determined to struggle; where she attempted to dull

MOW A MOTION PICTURE FROM SOMY PICTURES CLASSICS

her mind and numb her thoughts, he argued loud; while she
wanted to look neither to the past nor to the future, he lived exclusively in both. They took different
paths but they had journeyed, so she realized, together.”
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‘Because our own culture is so strong. And what is their culture? Television, pub, throwing darts,
kicking a ball That is the white working-class culture.’
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‘He still smelled of limes. It made saliva come into her mouth. It made her feel that before she had been

sleepy, and now she was awake.’

He was the first man to see her naked. It made her sick with shame. It made her sick with desire.’
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‘She had looked at him and seen only his possibilities. Now she looked again and saw that the
disappointments of his life.’
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‘Listen, when I'm in Bangladesh, I put on a sari and cover my head and all that. But here I go out to
work. I work with white girls and I'm just one of them. Some women spend ten, twenty years here and
they sit in their kitchen grinding spices all day and learn only two words of English.’
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‘For Chanu, "the pull of the land is stronger than the pull of blood.”
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